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FHE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS CONTEMPLATED 
AND URGED. 





For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of 
them be, but life from the dead ?—Rom. xi. 15. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY. 


FORBIGN AGENCY. 


fhe Board of Directors of the A. S. M. C. J. at their regular meet 
ing in November, adopted the following preamble and resolutions, viz. 

Whereas it is the avowed design of this Society and its several auxilia- 
Ties in meliorating the condition of the Jews, to form with convenient 
speed, a settlement of Hebrew Christians in our free and happy land, and 
it is now high timeto act decisively in making the experiment; and where- 
as it sufficiently appears, by our advices from the continent of Europe, 
that there are many Jews inclined to emigrate to such a settlement; and 
whereas, moreover, great discretion in the selection of persons and fa- 
milies suited to our Views is necessary, as much of our success depends 
on the character and conduct of the first settlers: Therefore, 

1. Resolved, That it is expedient to commission an agent to proceed 
to Europe on the part of this Board, with as little delay as possible, 

9. Resolved, that the Rev. Dr. P. Milledoler be appointed to proceed 
as the agent of this Board to Europe, in order the better to promote the 
designs of this Institution. 

3. Resolved, that Messrs. Lyon and Wilson be a committee to wait 
en Dr. Milledoler and ascertain whether he will accept of such appoint- 
ment. 

4. Resolved, that in case he accepts, arrangements be forthwith made 
to put at his command the necessary funds to defray his expenses. 

5. Resolved, that the Secretary for foreign correspondence be ap- 
pointed to draft a letter of instruction to the Agent, directing him, 

ist. To make known to the Jews in Europe the nature, character, 
and design of our institution—to convey to them certain information of 
our situation and prospects—to inspire in them a confidence in our 
stability and operations ; and encourage them to give up their names to 

be enrolled in the list of emigrants. 

2d. To make known to the Christians in Europe the plans and ree 
seurces of our Society—the interest, in behalf of the Jews, which is ex- 
cited in this country, and the nature of the efforts which are now ma- 
king by American Christians to meliorate their deplorable condition— 
to induce them, by co-operation with us, to forward our great designs, 
and especially to aid us in facilitating the passage of the Jews to our 
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shores, in which particular, our constitution forbids us to extend to 
them the helping hand. 

3d. To ascertain the views which European Jews entertain in relation 
to our Society, and the probable influence of our plan upon their minds 
in inducing them to emigrate, and to obtain and convey to the Board 
such particular and general information on this subject, that we may 
know on what we have to rely, how to shape our operations, and how 
far we will probably be enabled to realize the great object of our asso- 
ciation. 

4th. To ascertain the number, character, and circumstances of those 
Jews who are now ready and willing to come to America; and to take 
such measures and precautions that the Board may be relieved from 
the danger of imposition from any who may hereafter desire to 
come to us; and to form such acquaintance and connection with distin- 
guished friends of the Jews on the continent as will insure to us, in time 
to come, a regular, correct, and satisfactory correspondence. 

5th. To solicit donations in money and books, particularly in Great 
Britain and Ireland; and to form co-operating societies wherever the 
same can be advantageously effected. 

We had intended in this number to have given, at large, our views of 
this important measure ofthe Board. But aletter from a correspondent, 
which will be found ina subsequent page, so fully expresses our ideas 
on this subject, that we deem any further remarks at present unnecessary. 

At their regular meeting in December, the Board directed “the Land 
Committee” to present, as soon as possible, a report containing a state- 
ment of the best sites which have heen or may be offered to them for 
the intended settlement, that the Board may, without any further delay, 
select and purchase, and go on to the consummation of the declared 
objects of the institution. | 

They also directed their agent, the Rev. Mr. Frey, to visit, during the 
winter, the congregations in New-Jersey and on Long Island, where he 
can obtain an opportunity to preach, and receive collections in aid of 
the funds of the Society. 

They also directed him, early in the Spring, to visit the Societies al- 
ready formed in the states of New-York, Vermont, Massachusetts, Con- 
neeticut, and Rhode-Island, with a view to encourage them; and re- 
ceive collections from them, and also to form new Societies in his route, 


wherever it shall be practicable. 


—_—_—_ 


Bowmestic Lntelligence. 


Moses Ruden again.—The following letter is from the Metho- 
dist Clergyman to whom we alluded in our last, and puts at rest 
(we trust) the controversy between us and the Correspondent 
of the Boston Recorder—his article of January Ist notwithstand- 
ing. 

DEAR Sir, New-York, December 24. 

I am very sorry to find, by reading the last number of Israel’s Advo- 
cate, that your statement has been contradicted which charged Moses 
Ruden with being an impostor. Though I was not willing at first that 
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his case should be made known, yet to justify the innocent, and satisfy 
the public, I now send you a statement of facts which came under my 
own observation. Early last fall I became acquainted with Moses Ru- 
den, who called himself a Jew ; a man of about five feet seven inches 
high, of a slender make, light complexion, black eyes, wore a long beard, 
had ona black coat and black bombazett pantaloons; his hair was long, 
and of a dark brown colour, about 29 years of age. He generally spoke 
in the plain style, said yea and nay instead of yes and no. I became 
acquainted with him through a respectable minister of the church of 
England who wished me to treat him with all the sympathy and ten- 
derness his case and circumstances required. This, I assure you, I have 
done ; I left nothing undone that could be done to make him comforta- 
ble. I got him into one of the most respectable boarding houses in 
town, where Mr. Blatchford afterward became responsible for his 
board, in behalf of the society. When I first visited him and opened 
the door, I addressed him with Shalom Lachem, Peace be unto you, 
language familiar to every Jew. He did not, as is usual, return the 
compliment with Shalom sholom, Peace be multiplied unto you, but 
seemed rather agitated. He thought I was a Jew who came to spy 
out his liberty ; his fears, however, soon subsided, when he found out 
that I was sent to see him by his most intimate friend, the clergyman 
alluded te. ; 

I asked him where he was born, he said in Lubec square, London. I 
inquired if his parents were living, he replied, nay, they are both dead, 
and enjoined upon me that while they lived I should not forsake the re- 
ligion of my fathers ; but now I am at liberty to act and think for my- 
self. I appointed an evening for reading and expounding some of the 
Old Testament Prophecies which had reference to the coming of the 
Messiah; accordingly we met at Doctor Wolf’s. I called his atten- 
tion to the 53d of Isaiah, “ He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, 
and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth.” From this chapter I endeavoured to prove that Jesus of Na- 
zareth was the true Messiah: his objections were not very forcible ; he 
observed that it was stated in the 9th verse that he made two graves, 
one with the wicked and the other with the righteous ; but to this I 
made the following reply, that the verb yithtain signified to give or de- 
liver, and not to make, and that the plain literal meaning was that he 
delivered himself up as a free-will offering to the wicked, but made his 
grave with the rich in his death, ¢. e. with Joseph of Arimathea. When 
I came to that part “ who shall declare his generation,” he observed, 
his generation is known and declared by Matthew, that he was born of 
Mary, but when the Messiah comes no person shall know his genera- 
tion. I then observed in reply to this that Christ was to have two na- 
tures, the human and Divine ; that his generation, according to his hu- 
man, could be traced out, but according to his Divine nature it could 
not, for Isaiah calls him Immanuel, or God in our flesh. He asked the 
Doctor (who is a good Hebrew scholar) if my criticisms were correct, 
he replied yes. I thought until now that Moses understood his mother 
tongue, but I clearly perceived that he could not read one word of He- 
brew, nor understand a letter in the Alphabet ; neither could he tell me 
the name of any of the Jewish Feasts nor the meaning of cércumcision. 
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These are familiar to every Jew, even the most ignorant of them, witir 
whom I have been acquainted. 

After you handed me the letter from the Minister at , I went 
to him, called him out and asked him if he told the minister , that 
he was born in Lubec, state of Maine, and that there was a Synagogue 
there of sixty members ; he said yea. I then asked why he told him a 
lie; he replied that he was an impudent inquisitive fellow, who set him 
to cleaning his furniture instead of instructing him in religion; and he 
did not wish to let him know any thing about his family. I had every 
reason to think that he was not born in London, from his dialect, and 
his imperfect knowledge of that city; Mr. Simon, at my request, ques- 
tioned him on that head, and was fully convinced that he was not born 
there, for he could not tell him how many synagogues were there. It 
is well known that there are but two, the Portuguese and German, and 
every Jew in London attends either one or the other of them; so that 
if he came from there he would have been able to answer this question. 

Lastly, I perceived by the letter of introduction which he had to Mr. 
Blatchford, from the 4uziliary Society at Worcester, that he told them a 
different tale, namely, that he was born in Lubec, a British Province ; 
and that he was advised by a young minister, Gentile, to cross over into 
the states, where he would be cordially received by the followers of Je- 
sus. I nowleave the public at large to judge for themselves, whether 
they think Moses Ruden to be a Jew or a Gentile; for my part lam 
inclined to think he has been a Shaker, not only from his mode of ex- 
pression, but from his own confession to myself; for he told me he had 
heen among them. I am yours, very respectfully, 

Wituian Ror. 








Rev. Doct. Rowan. 


Fo the Board of Managers of the A. S. M. C. J. 


GenTLemEN—Although removed from the place of your active ope= 
rations in the cause of the Jews, I assure you I did not lose sight of 
the object your society has in view. 

I rejoiced at the success that accompanied your worthy Agent, the 
Rev. Mr. Frey, through a considerable portion of the U.S. You have, 
undoubtedly, great encouragement, and every reason of going forward 
in the laudable cause you have undertaken; and I confidently hope 
that you will not lay down your weapons of charity and love, until Je- 
rusalem be established and made a praise in the earth. 

An important proposition immediately connected with the interest 
of your institution, has occupied my attention for some time past, and 
I feel anxious to bring it before the consideration of your Board. ‘The 
proposition simply is, that the A. S. M. C. J. would, without great delay, 
send off a Minister of the Gospel to Germany and Poland, who should 
be a Missionary of the Cross to the multitudes of the Jews scattered in 
these countries, and, at the same time, as an agent of this Society in 
promoting its object among Christians there. 

I am persuaded, genticmen, that such a missionary agency is highly 
desirable in the proceedings of the Society, and will greatly advance 
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its object at home and abroad. I would offer a few of the leading 
ideas on which my persuasion is founded. 

It is highly desirable,—If you invite Jews from every quarter of the 
globe as settlers of your colony, it is but proper that they should have 
the most correct information of the nature, design, and present state of 
your Society, in order that they might not be ee 99 in their ex- 
pectations. And it is also but proper that your Society should have 
Christian friends in all those parts from whence they expect Jews; who 
would examine the character of the candidates for the colony, and re- 
commend them to you, in order that you might not be disappointed in, 
your expectations. That both these desirable ends can only be effect- 
ed by sending a proper agent, upon whose judgment you may rely, 
is evident. Even if I would allow that it might be, in some degree, 
effected by faithful correspondence of letters, yet it is a fact, that your 
Society has nothing like an extensive correspondence in the different 
parts of Europe; and you, therefore, want an agent to introduce a faith- 
ful correspondence between you and the continental friends, by pre- 
senting your Society in his person, and in your stead make their per- 
sonal acquaintance. 

It will greatly advance the Society’s object at home and abroad— 
The object of your Society is a noble, a holy one, and deserves the 
undivided attention of the Christian world. ; 

Your Society’s object is, methinks, to promote Christianity among 
the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, with that charity, with- 
out which, the speaking with tongues, even of angels, becomes as sound- 
ing brass ; but the fact is, the Society’s object is not fully understood by 
the Christian world ; and there is an opinion in circulation, that your 
Society has but the temporal welfare of the Jews in view. And why 
is the Society’s object not understood? because you have no mission- 
ary abroad. And do you doubt whether this be the proper reason? 
Why, let me ask you, what else is the reason, that so many of your 
learned and zealous divines and laymen of this and other cities, stand 
afar off from your operations ? 

What else is the reason that the Boston female Jews’ Society say in 
their last report “ Of the New-York Society we know but little, in all 
their spiritual undertakings, we wish them success ?” 

What else is the reason that your own auxiliary at Wilmington, sends 
a part of their funds to the Boston Society to send out a missionary? 

The Christian public are so much accustomed to estimate the merits 
of a Society, that has the premotion of Christianity among non 
Christians in view, according to the missionaries they send out, and the 
missionary journals they receive, that you will find it very difficult to 
keep your own auxiliaries if you have no missionary abroad, and other 
Jews’ Societies get the advantage in this respect, and publish journals 
of their missionaries. 

Be, therefore, persuaded, Gentlemen, to send, as early as possible, a 
minister of the Gospel, in the above proposed capacity,to Germany and 
Poland; and you will see your own auxiliaries raising double the 
amount they now do—vou will receive monies into the treasury from 
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sources you never thought of before, and you will make the friends of 
your Society much more numerous than they now are. 

_It will also contribute to the advancement of the Societys’ object in 
different parts of Europe. These are the means the London Society 
made use of to promote their object on the old continent, by sending 
out their agents ; and they succeeded in establishing auxiliaries and 
gaining friends for the Society, in almost every part of Europe. Mos* 
of the London Society’s auxiliaries on the continent, urge the ntcessit, 
of establishing an asylum for converted Jews. The London Society, 
however, is by its present rules, precluded from doing any thing to- 
wards such an asylum. 

There can be no doubt, if you send an agent to the continent, that 
Societies already in existence, and others to be established for the 
benefit of the Jews, will be glad to co-operate with you. 

Finally, Israel’s Advocate will derive no small benefit from such a 
step. The interesting journals, of the Society’s missionary labouring 
among the Jews, that it will contain, will find an extensive circulation 
throughout the United States, and contribute much to the awakening 
ef the people to the Society’s object. 


Wilmington, Nov. 17, 1824. 
Dear’ Sirr—Although your Auxiliary in this place has been very 
much reduced in numbers, yet there remains a few who are waiting 
and praying for the restoration and salvation of God’s ancient people. 
The circulation of “ Israel’s Advocate” tends very much to keep alive 
the interest in behalf of the afflicted nation whose cause it so ably re- 
presents to the christian and philanthropist: as a proof of its utility, I 
have the pleasure of remitting you, Sir, through this medium, $17 ; and 
at the same time assure you that the cause of the Jews lies very near 
the heart of christians here, and also in the bosom of one who ardently 
longs for the period when “ Ephraim shall no more vex Judah, and Ju- 
dah shall have peace in all his borders.” And who is, Sir, your very 
humble servant, Anna M. Jones. 


First Annual Report of the Richmond Society for Meliorating the con- 
dition of the Jews, auxiliary to the American Society for that object: 


In the year 1820, a Society was formed in the city of New-York, 
and incorporated by the Legislature of that state, entitled “The Ameri- 
can Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews ;” the design of 
which is expressed in the Second Article of its Constitution. 

“ The object of this Society shall be to invite and receive from any 
part of the world, such Jews as do already profess the Christian reli- 
gion, or are desirous to receive Christian instruction, to form them into 
a settlement, and to furnish them with the ordinances of the Gospel, 
and with such employment in the settlement, as shall be assigned them ; 
but no one shall be received, unless he comes well recommended for 
morals and industry, and without charge to this Society ; and both his 
reception and continuance in the settlement shall be at all times, at the 
discretion of the Directors.” , 
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A number of persons in this city, approving this object thus express- 
ed, and desirous of promoting it, formed themselves into an Auxiliary 
Society. As the period for the first annual meeting of its members 
has arrived, the Managers submit their Report. It is proper here to 
remark that the business of the Society is conducted, exclusively, by the 
Parent Institution. The agency of its auxiliaries is therefore confined 
to the coniribution of funds ; and their reports can embrace little more 
than a statement of the contributions which they have made. At the 
time of its organization, this Auxiliary consisted of 29 members. In 
the course of the year forty-two. names have been added to the list of 
subscribers. It appears, from the Treasurer’s account, as audited under 
the direction of the Board, that he has received, on account of annual 
contributions and donations, $96 14; of which $95 have been trans- 
mitted to the Treasurer at New-York. Thirty dollars of this sam have 
been remitted to aid in defraying the expense of sending an agent to 
Europe, who shall make arrangements there, deemed important to the 
accomplishment of the views of the Society. Although the sum con- 
tributed by this branch of the institution is not large, the Managers per- 
ceive, from the last report of the American Society, that it is considera- 
bly greater than the average contribution of the 213 auxiliaries now in 
connexion with it. ‘The whole sum received into the treasury during 
the last year is stated to be $7663 30. ‘Temporary accommodations 
have been provided for such emigrants from Europe‘as may be disposed 
to place themselves under the care of the Society, and as it may com- 
port with their views to receive: the plan, therefore, which has been 
adopted, is about to be brought to the test of experiment. 

Instructed by the prophecies, Christians generally have anticipated 
the time when their elder brothers, the Jews, will acknowledge Jesus 
Christ to be him of whom Moses in the law and the prophets did write. 
Sometimes means have unhappily been used with a view to this result, 
for which no apology can be made. The only compensation which 
can now be rendered for the civil and religious restraints that have 
been imposed upon the Jews, is to afford them equal privileges with 
the rest of their fellow-citizens, and to offer them the New Testa- 
ment, in return for the Old, which their ancestors guarded with so 
much vigilance, and transmitted uncorrupted, to the present generation. 
Invaluable as this retribution is, its acceptance should be urged by no 
other argument than the evidence of truth and the spirit of charity. In re- 
lation to the Jews, a course has been pursued in this country, of which the 
old world furnishes ne example. Here, with scarcely any exception, their 
rights are recognised and preserved inviolate. And here too, that species 
of benevolence, which contemplates higher than mere civil interests, has 
assumed a new and peculiar form. To those who dwell amongst us, the 
truths of Christianity are proposed only asthey are proposed to the com- 
munity atlarge. But in other parts of the world there are those of 
them who have professed, or evinced a disposition to profess the Chris- 
tian religion. Their amalgamation with the Christian societies acces- 
sible to them, will not shield them from persecution on the one hand, 
nor from suspicion on the other. They must surrender the ties and 
benefits of their former associations, without an equivalent advan 
in return. The necessity of some remedy for this evil is not diminish- 
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ed by a few exceptions to this state of things ; if, indeed, such excep. 
tions exist at all. Much may result from forming persons of this descrip- 
tion into a single Society or into separate Societies, who shall preserve, 
at their option, their distinction from the other branches ofthe Christian 
church. For such an establishment no location can be found equal to 
that which this country affords. Herethey may enjoy the civil privi- 
leges, and the religious freedom, which Europe denies them. And from 
time to time there may issue from among them, those who shall be 
qualified to preach the Gospel to their brethren after the flesh, as they 
may be disposed to receive it; and to aid in gathering the Gentiles into 
the Christian Church, until none need teach his neighbour, saying, know 
the Lord; for all shall know him, from the least unto the greatest. 

N. B.—The second article of the Constitution provides that any 
person may be a member of this society who shall pay, annually, the 
sum of one dollar; or may become a member for life by the payment, 
at one time, of fifteen dollars.” 

The annual contribution under the foregoing article now becoming 
due, the present members, with all those who may feel disposed to be- 
come so, are respectfully solicited to pay it to Mr. Willis Cowling, 
Treasurer, as early as convenient, that the amount may be transmitted 
to the Parent Society. 

ROBERT GREENHOW, President. 


¢ 


FOR ISRAEL’S ADVOCATE. 


To tae Jews.—I am aware that Israel’s Advocate is intended to 
prove, by works of kindness, that those who are Christians, love 
their elder brethren, the Jews. I have been well pleased with the 
friendly spirit manifested in the answer of the Jew to Camdenand G. F. 
The editor of the Jew is commendable for candour. Camden, and 
G. F. seem indisposed to reply to objections made by the Jews; be- 
cause controversy is liable to be unpleasant, and do more harm than 
good. And the pacific disposition of the editor of Israel’s Advocate 
has declared himself opposed to controversy in a paper devoted to the 
information of those who are favourable to ameliorating the state of the 
Jews. But, perhaps the editor will permit me to say a few things for 
the purpose of showing how the son, according to human nature, 
may, as it respects the Divine nature, be the everlasting Father, or 
prince of peace ; and consequently, as to the new covenant, a most holy 
prince of his spiritual Israel, whose circumcision is of the heart, and 
whose sacrifices are broken hearts and contrite spirits. That the Son 
in one sense, is the Father in another, is proved by Isa. ix. 6, and xi. 10. 
Has not the Rod and Branch reference to the Messiah, who is not only 
the root but the offspring of David ;—not only David’s son, but David’s 
Lord :—not only a Rod of the stem of Jesse, but the Branch, the branch 
of righteousness out of the roots of Jesse ;—Is not the Root of Jesse the 
Jehovah, the ensign of the people, whom Gentiles seek ? His rest or sab- 
bath is to be glorious ; which will be when Daniel’s kingdom, the Stone, 
now so little among a very few Christians, (perhaps as one to a hundred 
or a thousand, though one of ten professing Christians may be saved,) 
shall become a great and general dominion, or mountain, covering the 
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whole earth. And what is this mountain or kingdom, but God himself—~ 
who is a spirit. And wo to them that cover themselves with a cover~ 
ing, (or atonement,) but not an atonement of my spirit, said the Lord. 

Jeremiah and Zechariah speak of this Branch, Jer. xxiii. 5, xxxiii. 
15. Zech. iii. 8. Jeremiah calls this Branch the Eternal’s righteous- 
ness, (the Lord our righteousness, says our translation;) and the 
branch of righteousness. The rod of Jesse’s stem, evidently must re- 
fer to «. seed of David according to the flesh: but the Branch of right- 
eousness, or root of Jesse, must as evidently refer to Jehovah himself, 
who is David’s Lord. God manifestin the flesh of the Messiah, well ex- 
plains how David’s son, according to the flesh, is David’s Lord, ac- 
cording to the Holy Spirit, whom David saw and acknowledged. 

All this explains what seemed to the Jews a dilemma, or contradic- 
tion. For the branch of righteousness is an unseparated portion of 
God united to Messiah. And this branch is the ensign, this, the 
standard; this is God within, who enlightens the hearts of men; 
this the new covenant written; and the light to enlighten the Gen- 
tiles, and the glory of his people Israel. It is called the new cove- 
nant, by Jeremiah xxxi. 31. It is calledin Isaiah, 42, God’s elect, or 
gift for a covenant of the people ; and fora light of the Gentiles. Thus, 
according to Isaiah liv. The barren Gentiles that did not bear nor 
travail, shall produce more children to God, than Israel of the old co- 
venant; once the married wife of the Lord. 


Though the posterity of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, were to be in- 
numerable as the stars: yet that seed (not seeds) in whom, or in whose 


spirit all the nations of the earth (i.e. the Gentiles) were to be blessed, 
is God, who will not give his glory to another; or rather is that in- 
divisible portion of himself, manifested in the Messiah, the rod or off- 
spring of David and Jesse, and the Branch of righteousness or root of 
both Jesse and David. This root in the man or seed of the woman, 
bruises the head of the serpent, and the serpent can hurt nothing but 
the flesh, which may be called the heel. And was not this heel bruised 
when Jesus was crucified about the end of the 70 weeks, or 490 years 
of Daniel—If so, Messiah has come; and put an end to the sins and 
transgressions of the old and visible covenant, or law; by putting an end 
to the ceremonial law itself. For the law external being terminated, 
sin and transgression against it, ARE also ended: and thus Daniel’s pro- 
prophecy has been literally fulfilled : Ch. ix. 24, &c. by the coming of the 
most holy in the flesh; and the end of the law by the death of the flesh, 
Thus he was a “mediator, by death, for the sins committed under the 
law ;”” and came to redeem the Jews from under the bondage of the law 
of types and ceremonies ; and bring in everlasting righteousness, the 
Lord’s law of his spirit written in the heart; which law is the new co- 
venant to those who embrace it. “This law of the Lord is perfect, 
converting the soul; this testimony of God is sure, making wise the 
simple :”—Ps. xix. 7. 

If the sceptre, or right of Jewish sovereignty, was to belong to Ju- 
dah from the time it commenced in David; and if none but suck as de- 


scended from David er Judah, should be acknowledged king of the 
Jews, till Shiloh came; it is certain then, Messiah, or Shiloh, has come. 
You say the sceptre departed from Judah at the captivity of the Jews 
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by Nebuchadnezzar. You might as well say the sceptre departed 
from Judah between the death of any one king, and the installation of 
his successor.—Did the Jews ever acknowledge any one to be their 
lawful king, before Herod the great? I you answer no, then Shi- 
loh must have come about the time of Herod—The true Christians 
have not three Gods, but one, Jehovah, and his spirit is their only sanc- 
tifier. To him only I commend you, dear Jews. Ned. Mc—. 


PHorcign Lntelligence. 


GERMANY.—FRANKFORT SOCIETY. 


WE have been favoured with the Second Report of the Frankfort 
Society for promoting Christianity amongst the Jews, which relates the 
operations of that Society during the years 1822 and 1823. We are 
much pleased with the comprehensive view of the general subject taken 
by our friends at Frankfort, and we insert the following extracts. 

As in every work of God, circumstances generally point out the 
right way of proceeding, it seems to be made clear to us, that our chief 
aim should be to lead the general mass of the people of Israel to a 
knowledge of their spiritual wants, to which, indeed, the Lord himself 
appears of late to have awakened many of them. This can most effec- 
tually be done by the distribution of the New Testament, and of reli- 
gious looks. For we find the better informed Israelites ready to re- 


ceive any thing that can enlighten their understanding, and eager to 
read our tracts and New Testaments. We thus come into a more im- 


mediate connection with Israelites. But we do not think it necessary 
to urge them to be baptized, because many are prevented making a 
public profession of their faith by family and other circumstances: and 
by baptism, they are at once driven away from their own people, and 
deprived of all means of beneficial influence amongst them. We do not 
therefore aim at the introduction of individual Israelites into the Chris- 
tian church, but to invite them generally to faith in Christ, to convince 
them of his divine mission, and to bring them to a true and experimen- 
tal knowledge of the salvation which is to be found in him; and thus 
to spread the principles of Christianity wider and wider among them, 
by means of such of their own people as, not being professed Christians, 
continue to live among them and to maintain a free intercourse with 
them ; from which those who separated from them openly by baptism, 
must be excluded. In pursuing this plan, however, it is by no means 
our intention to shut out from the Christian church Israelites who de- 
sire baptism from conscientious motives, and who have acquired a solid 
knowledge of Christianity, and are not prevented by outward obstacles, 
To such, on the contrary, we lend a helping hand, taking care, at the 
same time, not to administer baptism to converts, unless there appear 
decided symptoms of the new and spiritual life. From the early con- 
vert to Christianity, whom St. Paul compares with a child, the steady 
walk of a man in Christ cannot be expected; and experience has taught 
us that some baptized Israelites, though fully convinced that Jesus of 
Nazareth is Messiah, yet from human frailty have fallen into sin, and 
thus induced a suspicion as to the reality of their conversion, and feel- 
ings of disaffection in the minds of enlightened Christians, who, per- 
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haps, are too apt to forget the patience and long-suffering which the 
Lord showed to them in the beginning of their Christian life, and which 
he still continues to the present day. To avoid such occurrences, which 
must be injurious to our cause, we never persuade an Israelite to be bap- 
tized, unless he gives decided proofs of that love to our Saviour which 
can only be kindled in the heart of man by a well-founded hope, or a 
blessed experience of the forgiveness of sin through faith in Him. This 
we consider the more necessary, as opportunities seldom enable the new 
convert to keep up an acquaintance with real and enlightened Chris- 
tians; he is more generally left to himself, chiefly without advice or en- 
couragement, to encounter the trials and temptations which must await 
him, and from which he can hardly escape, unless he knows, from ex- 
perience, where to obtain strength. 

Let it not be supposed that we thus confine our sphere of operation 
within too narrow limits ; we desire to pursue this plan only until Chris- 
tian Israelite colonies are established, the want of which has long been 
deeply felt; such an establishment must, ere long, be formed in some 
part of the world, where the Jewish proselytes may live together under 
Christian instruction, and then our operations may take a different 
course. 

For the reasons we have stated, we cannot mention at the present, 
more than a small number of baptized Israelites ; but we trust we may 
say of them, that hoping in the mercy of the Lord our God, we trust 
we may reasonably entertain the expectation that they will all grow up 


as plants of righteousness, to his praise. 
On the 20th of October, 1821, a Jewish teacher from Baden, after 
having been instructed in the truths of salvation, made his public pro- 


fession of faith, and was baptized into the death of Jesus. 

The same privilege was also granted on the 2d of November, to an 
Israelite veterenary surgeon, who has since been taken into employ by 
the Dutch government, and, as we understand, has received an appoint- 
ment in the colonies. 

On the 21st of December, a Jewish student of medicine was received 
into the Christian church by baptism, after previous instruction and 
profession of faith. _ He is now in Holland, where he carries on his 

rofession with success. 

On the 26th, a Jewish teacher from Moravia professed his faith in 
the Son of God before the congregation, and became a member of the 
Christian church by baptism. 

An Israelite tradesman had for some time been in connection with 
our Society. We had great satisfaction in observing his growth in 
grace, and how the love of Jesus filled his heart. He was admitted 
into the church of Christ by baptism on the 11th of January, 1822. 

On the 22d of February, a Jewish student, from Prussian Poland, was 
baptized. He had been previously connected with Christian profes- 
sors of universities, and he was admitted to baptism in consequence of 
the earnest desire he had expressed to make a public profession of his 
faith in the Lord Jesus, 

In the beginning of the same year, an Israelite teacher arrived here, 
who for some time had resided in Switzerland; he had there come in 
contact with some pious Christians, which had proved a blessing to 
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his soul. He had already experienced the power of faith in Jesus 
Christ, and was well acquainted with the New Testament; but wishing 
to be more firmly established in his faith, he requested further instruc- 
tion ; at length he made a public statement of what the Lord had done 
for his soul, and became a member of the church of Christ by baptism, 
on the 14th of April. 

In the month of April, 1823, an Israelite of considerable attainments, 
who had studied medicine and other sciences, came here with recom- 
mendations from Berlin. Family connections had prevented his join- 
ing the Christian church in that capital. Proper instruction was given 
to him, and after having made his profession of faith before the congre- 
gation, he was baptized on the 16th of May; we have every reason to 
hope that that day will ever be kept in blessed remembrance. 

In the month of July, a young Israelite female was recommended te 
us, who manifested a strong desire for the blessings of Christianity, 
and wished, as she expressed herself, to become a real Christian, and 
to be assured of her interest in the everlasting salvation of the Lord Je- 
sus; as she could not read German, she set herself immediately to ac- 
quire that knowledge. She received also proper instruction in the 
doctrines of the Gospel, and on the 26th of November she made her 
profession of faith, and was baptized. 

Many more hopeful Israelites have also applied for baptism, but for 


reasons already specified, we have not been able to meet their wishes. 
Jewish Expositor: 


¢ 
—__ 


Letter from Mr. J. P. Goldberg. 


_ We select the following particulars from the letter of Mr. J. P. 
Goldberg, dated Dresden, August 27, 1824. 

In addition to the facts related in my letter of May 15th, from Leip- 
vig, I beg to state, that it has pleased the Lord to make the last 
days of my residence in that town, a time of peculiar blessing. A Po- 
lish Jew, who was a decided opposer and enemy of Christ, had be 
come more moderate after our conversations together, in which I had 
shown him from the Old Testament, that Jesus is the Christ. One 
evening he called upon me, with other Jews, to discourse upon the di- 
vinity of Christ. He objected to the incarnation, the nativity, the hu- 
man life, and above all the death on the cross; which he considered 
absurd in reference to one whom we profess to be God, blessed for 
ever. That God should unite himself with human nature, he thought 
inconsistent, and denied that the incarnation of a divine Messiah had 
been foretold in the Old Testament. For, said he, if this were the 
case, those great and enlightened men, Maimonides, Mendelsohn, and 
others, could not have hesitated one moment to become Christians; 
nor wou.d the passages which prove the divinity of the incarnate Son 
of God, have been overlooked by the many hundred wise and learnee 
men, now to be found amongthe Jews. In reply, I showed him, fron. 
history, how our ancestors had always resisted the Holy Spirit. And 
as to our learned scholars, I reminded him that they only resembled 
many Christian philosophers, who, not aware of the narrow limits and 
the short-sightedness of human reason, wil believe nothing they cannot 
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comprehend ; for which reason God has poured out upon them the 
spirit of deep sleep, and has closed their eyes, Isaiah, xxix. 10. I then 
observed upon the modern Jewish teachers, who preach a doctrine not 
founded in the Seriptures, wholly unknown to our fathers, and _calcu- 
lated only to introduce a new system equally distant from the Jewish 
as from the Christian religion. My opponent confessed that in this 
particular I was right; and added, “ When I arrived in this town, IL at- 
tended sermons in the New Temple, anxiously expecting to be inform- 
ed why God for so long a period had withdrawn his favour from Is- 
rael,and by what means we might be restored to the lost happiness 
and glory. But I heard nothing but sweet-sounding phrases, which 
gave me neither instruction nor comfort. There is no saying what 
these teachers would make of us. Not Jews certainly; for they put 
aside all that distinguishes Judaism from other religions. Nei- 
ther would they make us Christians ; for they strongly dissuade us from 
embracing Christianity; so that I am ready to exclaim, with the pro- 
phet, Who shall have pity upon thee, O Jerusalem? Or who shall be- 
moan thee? Or who shall go aside and ask how thou doest ?” 
Having explained to him what the Lord is doing in these days 
for the conversion and restoration of his people, I exhorted him and the 
others to offer up their prayers to the God of our fathers for the en- 
lightening of their understanding, unto a diligent and candid examina- 
tion of the New Testament, comparing it with the Old Testament, as- 
suring them the result would be, that they would see the. promises of the 
Messiah fulfilled in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. They listened 
with great attention, and when I had finished, their spokesman asked 
very earnestly, “ Do you really believe in Jesus Christ, so as to worship 
him “as God?” Instead of replying, I arose, and folding my hands, 
offered up a prayer in Hebrew, to the glorified Saviour, to whom al! 
the ends of the world must look for salvation, since he is God, and 
there is none else, Isaiah xlv. 22. During this prayer they became 
still more attentive, and they left me deeply affected, promising to read 
the New Testament, and to seek the salvation of their souls. My fer- 
vent prayers went with them. 

After my return to Dresden, the Christian friend who had assisted 
me in distributing tracts, wrote me from Leipzig as follows: “It is a 
pity that you left Leipzig so soon. Many Jews who wished to call 
upon you, were grieved to learn that you were gone. Jews from Bro- 
dy have requested your direction, being determined, if possible, to wait 
upon you at Dresden. I cannot be sufficiently thankful for the blessing 
which has attended your visit here. There never yet has been so 
great a stir among the Jews. Many, indeed, are angry, but that is no 
bad sign.” 

Here in Dresden the Lord continues his blessing upon our werk; 
though trials of our faith have not been wanting. ‘The number c pu- 
pils in our institution has increased. A Jewish mother, who in her 
ewn person is seeking deliverance from Jewish ignorance and supersti- 
tion, and attends me for instruction in Christianity, has committed to 
our care her son, ten years of age. The brother of this Jewess is 
ready to become a member of the Christian ehurch; and he has placed 
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his two daughters, six and eight years old, in our institution. Our fe- 
male association has taken under its protection the son of a Jewish 
mother, six weeks old, to be brought up in a Christian family, till of 
sufficient age for the institution. 

An Israelite youth from Krotoshin, in Poland, a furrier by trade, whe 
attended Christian instruction at Berlin for a month, but from want of 
employment could not continue there, has been recommended to us 
by Professor Tholuck. He has found work ; his master is well pleas- 
ed with bis skill and Christian conduct, and readily allows him the 
time requisite for his further instruction. As far as I can judge, heis sin- 
cerely seeking the salvation of his soul by faith in the crucified Saviour. 

In the month of June we had a visit from the Rev. Christian Gott- 
lieb Barrh, of Stutgard, agent of the Basle Society for promoting Chris- 
tianity amongst the Jews. His object was to communicate the wish of 
the Basle Society, that all the Societies in Germany for ssa, | 
Christianity among the Jews, should unite themselves into one centr 
union, and that some well-qualified individual, residing at Basle, who 
should devote himself exclusively to the Jewish cause, should be the 
leading agent, to correspond with all the Societies, and establish amongst 
them, as far as possible, an uniformity of principle and of proceeding. It 
was stated, further, that the Basle Society has in view the establishment 
of a colony of proselytes at Sitzenkircher or at Bruggen, as also the pub- 
lication of a periodical work upon Jewish matters, &c. Our commit- 
tee seem to think a central union, the appointment of a central secre- 
tary, and the publication of a central journal, might perhaps be desira- 
ble, but that the plan would be attended with many difficulties —Ibid. 
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